
 

 

OCHA Eastern Africa/Flash Update 8 

25 May 2015  

Elections Crisis in Burundi and Regional Impact 

 
 

General update 

 

The political and security situation in Bujumbura, capital of Burundi is increasingly tense. On 

Friday 22 May, a grenade attack by unidentified assailants in the city’s central market area left 

three dead and many others injured, bringing the death toll to at least 20 deaths and 420 wounded 

since protests began in early April against a third-term bid by President Pierre Nkurunziza. On 

Saturday 23 May, political opposition leader Zedi Feruzi of the Union pour la paix et le 

développement (UPD) and his bodyguard were assassinated by unknown assailants. In response, 

civil society leaders of the campaign against a third term for Nkurunziza called for increased 

protests and announced that they would be withdrawing from talks aimed at resolving the current 

political crisis. 

 

Throughout the country the situation is reported to be calm but tense. Burundian private radio 

stations have remained silent, having been banned by authorities and subsequently attacked. 

Only government-run Radio-Télévision nationale du Burundi (RTNB) continues to broadcast. 

International broadcasters such as the BBC, RFI and VOA have tried to fill the void by 

increasing their reach across the country. 

 

Last Wednesday 20 May, President Nkurunziza signed a decree postponing parliamentary and 

local council elections by 10 days to 5 June, following a recommendation to this effect by the 

national electoral commission. There has been no indication as to whether the presidential 

election, scheduled for 26 June, would also be postponed. Earlier, on Monday, President 

Nkurunziza replaced three cabinet ministers (defense, external relations, and trade). 

 

On Tuesday 19 May, South African President Jacob Zuma, returning from a Summit of the 

International Conference on the Great Lakes Region, stated that the Summit had endorsed a 

postponement of elections while unrest persisted, and that a return to stability would allow 

elections to be free and fair. He also noted that a delegation of Heads of State from Kenya, 

Uganda, Tanzania and South Africa would visit Burundi “in the shortest possible time to 

evaluate the situation and contribute to the peaceful resolution of the current situation.”   

 

Humanitarian developments: cholera crisis in Burundi and Tanzania 
 

Several joint assessment missions are being planned for this week to better understand the 

humanitarian situation inside Burundi. Cholera is currently the most pressing humanitarian 

concern. Authorities in Nyanza Lac Commune of Makamba Province (southern Burundi) have 

confirmed 34 cases of cholera, with four deaths among those. On Friday, the UN Refugee 

Agency (UNHCR) reported that the cholera epidemic in Tanzania's lakeside Kagunga area had 

killed two local people and 29 Burundian refugees. To date, some 3,000 cases had been reported, 

with numbers increasing at 300-400 new cases per day, particularly in Kagunga and nearby 

http://presidence.gov.bi/spip.php?article5533
http://www.presidence.gov.bi/IMG/pdf/decret_156.pdf
http://www.presidency.gov.za/pebble.asp?relid=19733
http://www.unhcr.org/555f013e9.html


 

 

areas. However, UNHCR reported on Monday that efforts to address the crisis were being 

ramped up, with no deaths reported over the past three days. 

 

On Friday, UNHCR and 17 partners launched the Regional Refugee Response Plan to protect 

and assist up to 200,000 Burundian refugees in neighboring countries. Under the plan, 

participating agencies are appealing for US$207 million for basic protection and assistance 

activities until September 2015, when the Plan will be reviewed. Providing clean water, 

sanitation and health services as well as shelter are the main priorities of the Plan. 

 

As of 18 May, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reported that 112,462 Burundians had fled to 

neighboring countries since early April. Tanzania was hosting 76,520 refugees (68 per cent of 

the total caseload), Rwanda was hosting 26,759 refugees (24 per cent), and the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo (DRC) was hosting 9,183 refugees (8 per cent). However, following 

verification activities in Tanzania by UNHCR, figures were expected to be revised downwards 

for Tanzania. 

 

To respond to human rights concerns, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human 

Rights has established phone numbers for the public. Queries in Kirundi and Swahili can be 

addressed to: 22 20 58 16 or 76 12 58 16, while queries in French and English can be addressed 

to 22 20 58 17 or 76 12 58 17. It should be noted that the calls are not free of charge. 

 
Background 

 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. President Nkurunziza has 

been in office for two terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors warned that an attempt to seek a third 

term was unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation 

Agreement for Burundi that ended a decade of civil war in the country. Despite an appeal by the Senate, 

Burundi’s Constitutional Court determined that President Nkurunziza was eligible for re-election – 

although the Court’s deputy president fled to Rwanda prior to this decision. A coup d’état was 

subsequently launched on 13 May in Bujumbura while President Nkurunziza was at an East African 

Community Summit in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, intended to try to resolve the current crisis in Burundi. 

The coup was rapidly thwarted, and President Nkurunziza returned to the country. 
 

* * * 

 
The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further information, 

contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. To receive this and other 

OCHA Eastern Africa reports, please subscribe at http://bit.ly/1lunDLk 

http://www.unhcr.org/555f1dfe9.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/BrundiansDisp180515.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/arusha-peace-and-reconciliation-agreement-burundi
mailto:conwaym@un.org
http://bit.ly/1lunDLk

